Research Associate — Science, Policy & Art Collaboration
Keywords: Science Communication | Seas, Ocean & Freshwater Governance | Science
to Policy | Stakeholder Participation | Science & Arts | EU Green Deal

The Mediterranean Institute for Environmental Studies, Science and Research
Centre Koper (ZRS Koper) is seeking a highly motivated Postdoctoral Researcher (M/F)
to join a Horizon Europe Project, part of the portofolio Mission Restore Our Ocean and
Waters programme, which ZRS will be coordinating. This role offers a unique opportunity
to work at the intersection of science, policy, society and art, contributing to innovative
strategies that engage diverse communities in shaping sustainable oceans and water
futures.

Key Responsibilities

e Support the implementation of the project, particularly in dissemination and
stakeholder engagement.

e Co-develop and implement creative science communication approaches,
integrating scientific, participatory, and art-science methods.

e Engage with a wide range of stakeholders, including policymakers, researchers,
artists, and citizens, to co-create and communicate future visions for EU waters.

e Contribute to interdisciplinary research on ocean and water governance,
environmental and social sustainability, and participatory processes.

e Assistin the development of innovative digital and printed visualization tools for
scientific outreach.

e Organize and participate in international events, workshops, and Transformation
Labs.

Required Qualifications & Skills

e PhD/Doctorate degree in a relevant field (e.g., Environmental Science, Social
Sciences, Science Communication, or similar).

o Arobust scientific background with an interest in interdisciplinary collaboration.

e Strong writing and presentation skills tailored to different audiences.

e Excellentcommand of English and at least one other EU language.

e Interestin science communication, stakeholder engagement, or policy outreach.

e Creative skills in visual storytelling, digital media, multimedia production, or
artistic research.

e Ability to work independently as well as in an international, multilingual, and
cross-sectoral environment.

e Knowledge of EU environmental policies, water governance, and sustainability
frameworks is an asset, but not required.

e Experience in transdisciplinarity, participatory methods, or citizen science are an
asset but not required.



Employment Conditions

e Full-time position for 3 years, with a possibility of extension beyond the project
e Location: Hybrid work model with regular (weekly) presence in Koper, Slovenia
e Startdate: 1.9.2025

Why Join Us?

e Workon an exciting, impact-driven project with leading experts in science, policy,
and artistic collaboration

e Collaborate within a sustainability institute, with partners at the local and
international level, a diverse network of scientists, policymakers and engaged
citizens.

e Participate in training, workshops, and career development opportunities.

e Contribute to the societal goal of restored nature, EU Mission Ocean and
European Digital Twin of the Ocean, shaping future EU ocean and water
governance,

How to Apply?

Send your CV, motivation letter, and any relevant portfolio to kadrovska@zrs-kp.si by
April 22, 2025. Interviews will be conducted after 22.4.

Join us in shaping the interdisciplinary institute and in sustainable futures for Europe’s
oceans and waters! [

Contact

If you have specific questions, please address them to:
Dr. Jerneja Penca

Science and Research Centre Koper

Mediterranean Institute for Environmental Studies



Znanstveni sodelavec/ka-Znanost-politika-umetnost

Kljuéne besede: Znanstvena komunikacija | Upravljanje morij, oceanov in celinskih
voda
| Povezovanje znanosti in politike | Sodelovanje deleznikov | Znanost in umetnost |
Evropski Zeleni dogovor

Mediteranski institut za okoljske Studije, Znanstveno raziskovalnega srediSs¢a Koper
(ZRS Koper) is¢e visoko motiviranega podoktorskega raziskovalca (M/Z) za delo pri projektu
Obzorje Evropa, ki je del portfelja programa Misije: Obnova naSih oceanov in voda, pri
znanosti, politike, druzbe in umetnosti, pri Cemer boste prispevali kinovativnim strategijam
zavkljucevanje razli¢nih skupnosti pri oblikovanju trajnostne prihodnosti oceanovin vodnih
ekosistemov.

Kljuéne odgovornosti

e Podpora pri izvajanju projekta, zlasti na podro¢ju razSirjanja rezultatov in
vklju¢evanja deleznikov.

e Soustvarjanje inizvajanje kreativnih znanstvenih komunikacijskih pristopoy, ki
zdruZujejo znanost, participativhe metode in umetnost.

e Sodelovanje s Sirokim krogom deleznikov, vklju¢no z odlocevalci, raziskovalci,
umetniki in drzavljani, pri sooblikovanju in komuniciranju prihodnjih vizij
evropskih voda.

e Prispevanje k interdisciplinarnim raziskavam na podroc¢jih upravljanja morij,
oceanov in voda, okoljske in druzbene trajnosti ter participativnih procesov.

e Pomoc¢ pri razvoju digitalnih in tiskanih vizuaknih orodij za znanstveno
komuniciranje.

e Organizacija in sodelovanje na mednarodnih dogodkih, delavnicah in Zivih
preobrazbenih laboratorijih (Transformative Labs).

Zahtevane kvalifikacije in kompetence

e Doktorat (PhD) iz ustreznega podrocja (npr. okoljskih znanosti, druzboslovja
ali sorodnih disciplin).

e Trdnoznanstveno ozadje in zanimanje za interdisciplinarno sodelovanje.

e (Odli¢ne pisne in predstavitvene vescine, prilagojene razli¢nim ciljnim
skupinam.

e (Odlicno znanje angleSkega jezika in vsaj enega drugega jezika EU.

e Zanimanje za znanstveno komuniciranje, vklju¢evanje deleznikov ali
povezovanje med znanostjo in politiko

e Kreativne spretnosti na podroc&ju vizualnega pripovedovanja, digitalnih
medijev, multimedijske produkcije ali umetniskih raziskav.

e Sposobnost samostojnega dela ter dela v mednarodnem, vecéjeziCnem
in medsektorskem okolju.



e Poznavanje evropskih okoljskih politik, upravljanja voda in trajnostnih
strategij je prednost, vendar ni obvezno.

e IzkuSnje s transdisciplinarnim delom, participativnimi metodami ali
drzavljansko znanostjo so prednost, vendar niso obvezne.

Pogoji zaposlitve

e Polni delovni ¢as, pogodba za 3 leta, z moznostjo podaljSanja po
zakljucku projekta.

e Lokacija: Koper, Slovenija ter delo na daljavo (hibirdna zaposlitev z redno
tedensko prisotnostjo)

o ZaCetek dela: 1. september 2025.

Zakaj se pridruziti nasi ekipi?

e Delo na vznemirljivem, druzbeno koristnem projektu s strokovnjaki iz
podrocij znanosti, politike in umetnosti.

e Sodelovanje z lokalnimi in mednarodnimi partnerji ter raznoliko
mrezo znanstvenikov, oblikovalcev politik in aktivnih drzavljanov.

¢ Moznost sodelovanja pri usposabljanjih, delavnicah in strokovnem razvoju.

e Prispevekkobnovinarave, EU Misijizaoceanein Evropskemu digitalnemu
dvojcku oceana, ki oblikuje evropsko upravljanje oceanov in voda.

Kako se prijaviti?

Posljite svoj zivljenjepis (CV), motivacijsko pismo in morebitna relevantna dela na naslov
kadrovska@zrs-kp.si do 22. aprila 2025.

Pridruzite se nam pri soustvarjanju interdisciplinarnega instituta ter trajnostne prihodnosti
evropskih oceanov in vodal!

Kontakt za ve¢ informacij:
Ce imate specifi¢na vprasanja, se lahko obrnete na:
Dr. Jerneja Penca

Znanstveno raziskovalno sredi§¢e Koper
Mediteranski inStitut za okoljske Studije




